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Talented & Gifted School For Young Scholars  
Parent Teacher Association 
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Anand Raghunath     Norma Covera Rebecca Yoftahie        Rasheedah Harris 
Co-Presidents          Vice Presidents     Co-Treasurers           Co-Secretaries 

  
 

MINUTES FOR TAG PTA MEETING 
Meeting Date:   Tuesday, June 7, 2016 
Meeting Time:  5:45 PM – 7:00 PM 
Meeting Location: TAG Cafeteria 
 
6:16 pm.  Co-Secretary Sara Coates opens the meeting. 

Rebecca Yoftahie motions to approve the minutes from the May meeting, Eric Crump seconds.    

Committee Reports  

Budget -  Pamela Simon says that we’re voting on the proposal “as-is.”  We’ll be revising it in September, but for today 
we’re voting as-is.  We have $140,680 so far from fundraising and we can adequately support our budget.  Pam asks all in 
favor to approve the 2016/2017 budget as proposed to please raise their hands.  28 for, 0 opposed, 0 abstained.  The 
budget passes unanimously. 

Membership – Co-chair Ilaria Mogno said we are planning events for next year.  Meanwhile the Welcome Picnic will be 
Saturday, June 18th, 44 families will attend, 16 new families.  We will send out emails regarding anything needed.  
Physical Education assistant Mr. Anthony will organize games.  Kathy Powell-Manning said there are postings on the 
homepage regarding supplies needed, and if they could let K – 5 know.  Ilaria said we have a company who will ship 
supplies to the school.  Parents can order online, or through the PTA without sales tax.  The 4th grade can buy a deluxe kit 
or a personal kit.  Parents have the option to buy smaller, less expensive kits.  The deadline is June 24th.   

Enrichment - Co-Chair Kathy Powell-Manning is out of town, her daughter Nicole assists.  Regarding the Debate Team, 
TAG participated in the statewide championship.  After school Debate enrichment is ending on June 24th with a pizza 
party, and Chess ends June 20th.  Theatre ended today.  Lorene Phillips said regarding New Victory Theatre, that we have 
a partnership with them for a camp session which runs 9 – 4 pm, going by need, and they are accepting nominations.   

Fundraising – Co-President Anand Ragunauth said that the TAG Carnival will be June 23.  A parent said that the 
carnival needs assistance from the parents, food donations, toy donations, etc.  Anand asks for people to contribute.  
Contact them to offer assistance would be a great help.  A parent asked about wristbands, which will be distributed and 
would include rides and a snack.  Kathy Powell-Manning said the middle school kids were disappointed with what was 
out there.  Anand said that we were coordinating with the Y Aftercare.  The Yearbook for K – 8 would be available for the 
first time, would be sold for $35 online and will be available for sale at the meeting tonight. 

Communications – Co-Chairs Sheri Henri and Nina Reiniger spoke.  There is a new TAG website and we’re working on 
the PTA website so there is no duplication, and working on non-duplicative emails.  The handbook on the TAG website 
has been updated.  Nina said that Technology teacher Mr. Aibinder did a wonderful job of updating the website, and that 
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she will be the liaison.  Anand said we don’t have an auditor so if anyone is good at that it would be needed; we just do 
two a year.   

Treasurer’s Report – Co-Chairs Rebecca Yoftahie and John Johnson spoke.  Rebecca said we’re still short of our 
projected goal; iPledge is still open for donations.  We have receipts from iPledge, Box Tops which brought in $1,400, the 
Auction, the Dave & Busters fundraiser, Fairway $180 and Catherine Levine said that $2,000 was coming in.  About 
$3,000 came from the Talent Show.  The check for in-curriculum chess went out.  The net change of funds is about 
$16,000.  We have about $145,000, our goal was $160,000.  In addition to money, time is also valuable, such as toward 
the Carnival.   

Principal’s Report – Principal Cesar apologized for being late and explained that the Chancellor had an awards 
celebration.  Ms. Sun and Mr. Hatrim received tenure.  NYC Schools Chancellor Carmen Farina was there, UFP President 
Michael Mulgrew was there, CSEA representatives were there.  Earlier today, three teachers presented the Shared Inquiry.  
Ms. Cosme demonstrated what rigor is in the classroom.  Principal Cesar thanked everyone for a wonderful year and said 
everyone has been very supportive.  She would like to meet with the PTA Board in late July to discuss our goals.  Right 
now in the classrooms we’re teaching the next-years’ standards.  The 3rd grade will teach the 2nd graders for a bit.  
Principal Cesar thanked everyone again for a wonderful year, said to enjoy the summer and be safe. 

Election Nominations – Anand said we need to do the voting, Nominations Committee is coming up.  The Nominating 
Committee, Gavin McCormick, explains that you get one ballot and you can write in someone who isn’t on the ballot.  
We will only call in the ballot if there is a contested nomination.   

Nominations - Treasurer:  John Johnson, current co-Treasurer, nominates Rebecca Yoftahie, current co-Treasurer.  
Rebecca nominates John.  Secretary:  Rasheeda Harris is on the ballot for Secretary.  Rasheeda clarifies that it is a co-
position and nominates current co-Secretary Laura Lampert.  Vice-President:  Eric Crump is on the ballot for Vice-
President.  He nominates himself.  Pamela Simon nominates Sara Coates and Norma Corvera for co-VP.  Gavin clarifies 
with Pam that we are not allowed to have more than 2 co’s.  We now have a contested election.  President:  Current co-
Presidents Trina Edmunson and Anand Raghunath are on the ballot for co-Presidents.  Rasheeda nominates Eric Crump 
for President.  Gavin clarifies that the by-laws say you can be on the ballot for more than one position, but can only retain 
one position.  Sara nominates Eric and Trina for co-Presidents.  Eric says he will accept both nominations.  Nina Reiniger 
nominates Anand and Eric for co-Presidents.   

Casting Votes – Treasurer:  Pam motions for the recording secretary to cast the vote, and Deirdre seconds.  The recording 
secretary casts the vote.  The vote passes unanimously; Rebecca Yoftahie and John Johnson will be co-Treasurer.  
Secretary:  Juliane motions for the recording secretary to cast the vote, it is seconded, and passes unanimously; Rasheeda 
Harris and Laura Lampert will be co-Secretary.  Vice President:  Sara speaks on her behalf and says that the ultimate goal 
is to make the kids happy.  Norma speaks on her behalf and says that she has been working with the fundraising 
committee for the last 4 years and can be a benefit to the school.  Eric speaks on his own behalf and expresses his interest 
in the position.  Anand speaks and says he and Trina spoke and want to continue on as co-President for another year.  He 
says that no matter what happens, he thanks everyone for giving him their time and support.   

Gavin says that the positions of Treasurer and Secretary are uncontested.  The President and Vice President positions are 
contested; if you like the President / Vice President choices already on the ballot pick their name.  If you want another or 
others, write those names.  While the Nominating Committee counts, Anand says that there is an open seat on the SLT, 
and asks if anyone wants to nominate themselves or someone else.  Deirdre and Rasheeda nominate themselves.  
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Rasheeda withdraws, explaining that she didn’t realize anyone else was interested.  There is a unanimous vote for Deirdre 
to be a member of the SLT for the next two years.   

SLT Report – Judy says that they are still working on the CEP and working to incorporate it into the 2016 / 2017 year. 

Gavin announces that the winner for co-President with 20 votes out of 36 cast are Trina Edmundson and Anand 
Raghunath.  The winner for co-Vice President with 22 votes out of 34 are Sara Coates and Norma Corvera. 

7:10 pm Anand moves to adjourn, Laura Lampert seconds.  Meeting adjourned.  

 

Minutes submitted by: 

Laura Lampert, TAG PTA Co-Secretary 

Minutes approved by: 

Trina Edmundson 


