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PTA GENERAL MEETING INFO 
Date: Tuesday September 24, 2024 
Time: 6:00 PM – 7:30 PM 
Place: Virtual, via Zoom 
  

AGENDA 
I. Call to Order / President’s Welcome, EBoard Introductions (6:05pm) 
II. Administration Update (6:10pm) 

a. General update: 
i. Dascal shares that student assessments have begun (Accadiance and iReady); these are 

designed to track student progress through the year and identify areas of need that 
teachers can reinforce. 

ii. Recess orientation for kindergarten and first grade will be soon. 
iii. Lockers will be available shortly to middle school students. 
iv. “TAG Time” reminder: 1-1 private meetings with Principal Dascal on Tuesdays; Ms. B 

will also restart her “Be with Ms. B” meetings on Mondays. 
b. Parent-Teacher Conferences – overview of proposal that such days will be non-attendance days / 

teacher development days 
i. Background:  

1. each school may vote on certain “school based options” (SBO), including when 
teacher development will happen. A proposal for an SBO must be voted on by the 
staff, and approved by at least 75% of the staff to pass to the next step, i.e., 
engagement with and a vote by the parent body / PTA.  No specifics in the DOE 
Calendar rules as to a percentage that the parents have to approve. If an SBO is 
approved by staff and parents, admin would then need to submit a formal request 
to the NYC DOE to make the change on the school’s calendar. Accordingly, not 
guaranteed even if we want a particular SBO. 

2. In June 2024, an SBO was passed by the staff regarding teacher development on 
parent-teacher conference days. The SBO would make parent-teacher conference 
days non-attendance days for students, i.e., no school / a day off. Teachers would 
use the half day for professional development. Parent-teacher conferences would 
continue on their usual schedule, i.e., in the afternoon and with limited time 
windows. 
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3. Typically, parent-teacher conference days have low attendance, they can be 
stressful for families, and not much is accomplished given the short day and lunch 
period.  If we use this half day instead for teacher development, we would not 
have to make up the instructional time because of the way the DOE calendar 
works, with snow days no longer in effect. 

4. Dascal bringing to the PTA today for their awareness and for a vote. 
5. Liz notes that because many parents did not have notice of this SBO vote, would 

prefer to wait.  Dascal understands but time is of the essence, proposes that he 
will send an email to all families with additional information and to take a vote 
via Google Doc, with responses due Friday 9/27. 

ii. Dascal addresses questions on HMH, new reading curriculum and materials for District 4 
schools. Could teachers advise parents when they are sending home HMH homework? 
Dascal will talk to teachers. Reminds the community that if they do not like the new 
curriculum, they should advocate as a parent, beyond TAG, i.e., Community Education 
Council for District 4, the Panel for Educational Policy, etc. Make your voice heard. 

iii. Dascal addresses a question on the status of the tennis program. Last year when the yard 
was renovated, John McEnroe / Sporttime was going to send rackets/supplies and set up 
tennis lessons. Dascal will reach out and see where they stand. 

III. Approval of June 2024 Minutes (6:56) 
IV. Calendar Year 24-25 Budget Vote (6:58) 

a. Budget approved (7:13), including funding for math club and art supplies for Ms. Tabrizi. 
V. Fundraising Calendar Vote (7:15) 
VI. New Business 

a. Liz raises bussing – that if parents are interested, the PTA could form a subcommittee to address 
issues, challenges, and questions related to navigating and organizing the private bussing system 
for TAG students. 

VII. Committee Updates 
a. Enrichment – afterschool discussion, subcommittee engagement. 

i. Additional support needed to help get kids to afterschool programming (i.e., walking to 
the classrooms); discussion as to equity and how we can add more programs that are 
more equitable, including finding less-expensive programs, obtaining credits from 
vendors for student-need, or expanding existing programs (i.e., Girls Who Code) to also 
allow boys. 

ii. Limited as to space within the building and a lot of afterschool programs are popular, but 
will continue talking to the Y and how we can partner together, expand, i.e., robotics. 

b. Grants – happy to have additional support this year, please join committee meetings. 
c. Family Engagement – class parents will be starting to send weekly PTA emails soon; always 

appreciate more volunteers, please join committee meetings. 
VIII. Adjournment (7:30) 

 
 
  


